Pursuant to Article 35 of the Act on Local and Regional Self-Government (Official Gazette, Nos. 33/01, 60/01, 109/07, 125/08, 36/09, 150/11, 144/12, 19/13, 137/15, 123/17), Article 32 of the Statute of the City of Dubrovnik (Official Gazette of the City of Dubrovnik, Nos. 04/09, 6/10, 3/11, 14/12, 5/13, and 6/13 – consolidated text), Article 5 of the Decision on Leasing Public Areas (Official Gazette of the City of Dubrovnik, Nos. 1/14, 21/15, 3/16, 17/16, 15/17, 25/17, 12/18), and Article 70 of the Decision on Municipal Order (Official Gazette of the City of Dubrovnik, Nos. 10/09, 2/10, 6/11, 2/12, 5/14, 8/14, 19/15, 10/16, and 2/18), the City Council of the City of Dubrovnik hereby adopts the following:



RULEBOOK

on Filming on Public Areas and Premises Managed by the City of Dubrovnik
(Official Gazette of the City of Dubrovnik, Nos. 23/18, 11/19, and 6/20)

— Consolidated Text —



Article 1

This Rulebook regulates the procedure for leasing and other forms of use of public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes.

Public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik shall be leased for filming purposes, and a lease fee shall be charged where filming activities: disrupt normal pedestrian and/or vehicle traffic, occupy public areas through the placement of equipment and set structures, fully or partially close streets, squares, channels, ports, and similar areas to pedestrian or other traffic, involve the closure of premises for filming purposes, or
include the installation of equipment and set structures.

Public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik may also be made available for other forms of use for filming purposes, and a usage fee shall be charged where filming activities: do not disrupt normal pedestrian and/or vehicle traffic, do not involve the placement of equipment and set structures on public areas, do not fully or partially close streets, squares, channels, ports, and similar areas to pedestrian or other traffic, do not involve the closure of premises for filming purposes, and do not include the installation of equipment and set structures.


Article 2

For the purposes of this Rulebook, filming shall include all activities related to the production of:

- films, series, and television programs (such as documentaries, tourism-promotional productions, fashion-related programs, commercials, music videos, programs on cultural heritage, and similar productions),
- commercial photography,
- digital and multimedia productions, and
- other visual content intended for further distribution.

The filming period shall include setup, preparation, and the duration of production.

Legal entities and natural persons may conduct filming on public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik, provided that they have obtained authorization issued by the City of Dubrovnik in accordance with the provisions of this Rulebook.

Filming for personal use, filming for educational purposes, school and workshop filming activities conducted by educational institutions from Dubrovnik-Neretva County, as well as routine journalistic filming by media organizations, shall not be subject to this Rulebook and may be carried out on public areas managed by the City of Dubrovnik without special authorization, provided that applicable laws of the Republic of Croatia are not violated.

Filming using unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) shall be conducted in accordance with applicable special regulations, including: the Air Traffic Act (Official Gazette, Nos. 69/09, 84/11, 54/13, 127/13, 92/14), the Ordinance on Unmanned Aircraft Systems (Official Gazette, Nos. 49/15, 77/15), the Defense Act (Official Gazette, Nos. 73/13, 75/15, 27/16, 110/17, 30/18), and the Regulation on Aerial Recording (Official Gazette, No. 70/16).



 Article 3

Prior to the commencement of filming, interested legal entities and natural persons (hereinafter: the “Applicant”) shall submit a duly completed Application, together with supporting documentation, to the administrative department of the City of Dubrovnik responsible for the management of city property. The Application and the list of supporting documentation referred to in the preceding paragraph shall form an integral part of this Rulebook as Annex 1.

The Application shall be submitted no later than 15 days prior to the intended commencement of filming.

By way of exception to paragraph 2 of this Article, an application for commercial photography may be submitted no later than 7 (seven) days prior to filming, provided that such filming: does not disrupt normal pedestrian and/or vehicle traffic, does not involve the placement of equipment and set structures on public areas, does not result in the full or partial closure of streets, squares, channels, ports, or similar areas to pedestrian or other traffic, does not involve the closure of premises for filming purposes, and does not include the installation of equipment and set structures.

If, during filming under the conditions set forth in Article 5 of this Rulebook, it becomes necessary to change the filming date or location, the Applicant shall notify the competent administrative department of such change prior to filming on the new date or at the new location.

Filming content that could offend the moral, religious, national, or other sentiments of citizens, or undermine the constitutional and legal order of the Republic of Croatia, shall not be permitted.
 

Article 4

The decision on leasing or granting other forms of use of public areas or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes shall be made by the Mayor by formal decision, based on a proposal submitted by the administrative department of the City of Dubrovnik responsible for the management of city property or by the Expert Committee.

The Expert Committee shall be appointed by the Mayor and shall consist of five members.

The Expert Committee shall adopt decisions by a majority of all its members.

The Expert Committee shall review applications referred to in Article 6 of this Rulebook.




Article 5

Applications for filming involving a smaller filming crew (up to six permanent members of the creative team plus support staff), using light equipment (a handheld or shoulder-mounted camera and portable sound equipment), and of shorter duration, which:

- do not disrupt normal pedestrian and/or vehicle traffic on public areas,
- do not disturb public order and peace,
- do not involve night filming,
- do not involve the use of public areas exceeding a total of 500 m²,
- do not involve the use of pyrotechnic devices, and
- do not require the closure of public areas or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik, nor involve the installation of equipment and set structures, shall be decided by the Mayor by formal decision, based on a proposal submitted by the administrative department of the City of Dubrovnik responsible for the management of city property.




Article 6

Applications for filming involving a larger filming crew (more than six members of the creative team plus support staff), using heavier equipment and involving a larger number of participants (films, series, documentaries, and similar productions), which:

- disrupt normal pedestrian and/or vehicle traffic,
- occupy public areas through the placement of equipment and set structures,
- may require the full or partial closure of streets, squares, channels, ports, and similar areas to pedestrian or other traffic,
- require the occasional transport of filming equipment in restricted traffic zones, 
and
- require the closure of public areas or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes, including the installation of equipment and set structures, shall be decided by the Mayor by formal decision, based on a proposal submitted by the Expert Committee.

In addition to the application referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, for filming in areas designated as cultural heritage, the Applicant shall be required to obtain a decision issued by the Ministry of Culture, Directorate for the Protection of Cultural Heritage, Conservation Department in Dubrovnik.



Article 7

When reviewing applications referred to in Articles 5 and 6 of this Rulebook, the competent administrative department or the Expert Committee may request opinions from other public authorities, bodies of the City of Dubrovnik, as well as institutions founded by the City of Dubrovnik.



Article 8

Based on the decision approving the lease of public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes, the City of Dubrovnik and the Applicant shall conclude a lease agreement governing their mutual rights and obligations.

The agreement referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be concluded in writing and shall, in particular, include:

- information on the contracting parties,
- the name of the location, surface area, and purpose,
- the name or description of the structure or movable equipment to be installed,
- the term of the agreement,
- the amount of the lease fee, the method of calculation, the payment deadline, and payment security,
- provisions on termination of the lease of public areas or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik,
- the obligation to remove structures or equipment from public areas or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik and to restore the location to its original condition,
- provisions on compensation for damages,
- provisions on the duration and insured amount of public liability insurance coverage for third parties,
- provisions on termination and notice periods, 
and
- the place and date of execution of the agreement and the signatures of the contracting parties.

Depending on the circumstances of each individual case, the City of Dubrovnik may require that the agreement referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article be executed as an enforceable instrument within the meaning of the Notaries Public Act, at the expense of the lessee.

The lease agreement for public areas or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik shall be signed by the Mayor.

Depending on the filming location, the City of Dubrovnik reserves the right to recommend the engagement of a local coordinator for safety reasons.



Article 9

The City of Dubrovnik shall not be obliged to adapt public areas and premises to the needs of filming, including, in particular, negotiating with owners or users of commercial, residential, or other premises regarding the temporary cessation of business activities during filming, the closing of doors or windows, the removal of items from facades, and similar actions.

All such actions shall be undertaken by the Applicant.



Article 10

An application for filming on public areas and premises managed by a legal entity founded by the City of Dubrovnik shall be submitted to the competent administrative department of the City of Dubrovnik in accordance with Article 3 of this Rulebook.

Approval by the City of Dubrovnik shall be a prerequisite for approval by the legal entity referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article for filming on public areas and premises under its management.

The fee payable by the Applicant for filming on such public areas and premises shall be determined by the legal entity managing them, in accordance with its applicable regulations.


Article 11

For other forms of use of public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes, a usage fee shall be paid in accordance with the table set forth in this Article.








	Location
	Daily Usage Fee (Other Use)

	
Public Areas within the Administrative Territory of the City of Dubrovnik

· Up to 20 m²
· Up to 100 m²  
· Up to 500 m²  
	



· 3,000.00 HRK (≈ 398.17 EUR )
· 5,000.00 HRK (≈ 663.61 EUR)
· 10,000.00 HRK (≈ 1,327.23 EUR)


	Premises Managed by the City of Dubrovnik

· Up to 50 m²
· Up to 500 m² 
· Over 500 m²
	


· 20.00 HRK per m² (≈ 2.65 EUR per m²)
· 10.00 HRK per m² (≈ 1.33 EUR per m²)
· 5.00 HRK per m² (≈ 0.66 EUR per m²)




For filming on public areas located outside the Old City core and the adjacent Pile - Ploče zones, the fee shall be calculated at 50% of the amount specified in the table.



Article 12

For the lease of public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes, a lease fee shall be paid in accordance with the table set forth in this Article, and a lease agreement referred to in Article 8 of this Rulebook shall be concluded.


	Location
	Daily Lease Fee

	
Public Areas within the Administrative Territory of the City of Dubrovnik

· Up to 20 m²  
· Up to 100 m²  
· Up to 500 m²  
· Up to 1,000 m²  
· Over 1,000 m²  

	

 

-        6,000.00 HRK (≈ 796.34 EUR)
-      10,000.00 HRK (≈ 1,327.23 EUR)
-      20,000.00 HRK (≈ 2,654.46 EUR)
-      25,000.00 HRK (≈ 3,318.07 EUR)
-      50,000.00 HRK (≈ 6,636.14 EUR)
 

	
Premises Managed by the City of Dubrovnik

· Up to 50 m²  
· Up to 500 m²  
· Over 500 m²  

	



· 40.00 HRK per m² (≈ EUR 5.31 per m²)
· 20.00 HRK per m² (≈ EUR 2.65 per m²)
· 10.00 HRK per m² (≈ EUR 1.33 per m²)



For filming on public areas located exclusively outside the Old City core and the adjacent Pile - Ploče zones, the lease fee shall be calculated in the amount of 50% of the lease fee specified in the table.

Article 13


The following categories shall be exempt from the payment of lease fees or usage fees for filming as defined in Articles 11 and 12 of this Rulebook:

- student films,
- promotional films based on a recommendation of the Tourist Board,
- humanitarian projects or any audiovisual project of a cultural or educational association that does not generate profit, either directly or indirectly, through marketing, film production, or the screening of films, photographs, and similar activities,
- provided that the competent authority determines that such exemption is justified in the public interest, in accordance with the principle of proportionality.

For filming in the categories listed in paragraph 1 of this Article, an application shall be submitted in accordance with Article 3 of this Rulebook.




Article 14

The competent administrative department of the City of Dubrovnik referred to in Article 3, paragraph 1 of this Rulebook shall maintain an up-to-date register of Applicants, public areas and premises granted for lease or use, the period for which such areas or premises are leased or used, and the subject of filming.

For all matters not regulated by this Rulebook and relating to the lease and other use of public areas and premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes, the provisions of the Decision on Leasing Public Areas of the City of Dubrovnik, the Decision on Municipal Order of the City of Dubrovnik, as well as other applicable regulations governing this matter, shall apply.


Article 15

Supervision over the implementation of this Rulebook shall be carried out by municipal enforcement officers.


Article 16

A municipal enforcement officer shall have the right and obligation to request that a person using a public area or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes present, for inspection, the authorization issued by the City of Dubrovnik permitting such use.

Natural and legal persons shall enable municipal enforcement officers, in the exercise of their authority, to carry out supervision without obstruction and, where required by the nature of the task, to allow access to premises, facilities, land, equipment, devices, and property, to provide personal data, and to supply other necessary information.


Article 17

A municipal enforcement officer shall, by formal decision, order the immediate and unconditional cessation of the use of a public area or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik in the following cases:

- where a legal or natural person uses a public area or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes without valid authorization issued by the City of Dubrovnik in accordance with this Rulebook,
- where a legal or natural person uses a public area or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes contrary to the granted authorization, or
- where the filming offends the moral, religious, national, or other sentiments of citizens, or undermines the constitutional and legal order of the Republic of Croatia.


Article 18

A legal entity shall be fined HRK 10,000.00 (≈ EUR 1,327.23) for a misdemeanor if it:

- uses a public area or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes without valid authorization issued by the City of Dubrovnik in accordance with this Rulebook, or
- uses a public area or premises managed by the City of Dubrovnik for filming purposes contrary to the granted authorization.

For the offenses referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, the responsible person within the legal entity shall also be fined HRK 2,000.00 (≈ EUR 265.45).

For the offenses referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, a natural person engaged in a trade (sole proprietor) shall be fined HRK 5,000.00 (≈ EUR 663.61).

For the offenses referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, a natural person shall be fined HRK 2,000.00 (≈ EUR 265.45).


Article 19


This Rulebook shall enter into force on the eighth day following its publication in the Official Gazette of the City of Dubrovnik.



President of the City Council

Marko Potrebica, M.Sc.
